P.A.N.D.A. 

The P.A.N.D.A. (Prevent Abuse and Neglect through Dental Awareness) Coalition is a public-private partnership committed to educating dental professionals on how to recognize and report suspected cases of child abuse. Through free seminars, the coalition offers the necessary education to assist dental professionals in performing their duties as state-mandated reporters and in stemming the rising tide of child abuse and neglect within the state of California. 

The objectives of the P.A.N.D.A. Coalition are to: 

· Educate dental professionals to recognize signs of child abuse and neglect through seminars and written materials. 

· Provide dental professionals with information and procedures for reporting child abuse and neglect. 

· Promote awareness of child abuse detection within the dental community.

· Provide dental professionals with referral resources for families to help prevent child abuse and neglect. 

The P.A.N.D.A. coalition offers educational seminars which provide dental professionals with the following: 

· Detailed information on physical and behavioral indicators of child abuse and neglect. This includes printed materials for the dental professional to keep for future reference. 

· How to make a formal report and whom to contact. 

· A copy of relevant sections of the California Child Abuse and Neglect 

· Reporting Law as they apply to mandated reporters. 

· The legal ramifications connected with reporting and not reporting suspected abuse. 

· A listing of all pertinent phone numbers and agency contacts. 

· How to deal with sensitive issues connected with filing a report. 

· Referral resources to help families with child abuse-related problems. 

· Information about the Adopt-A-Panda Program, a way for dental offices and individuals to promote public awareness and demonstrate support for child abuse prevention. Seminars that are continuing education (CE) accredited. 

Additionally, a training videotape is available to loan to individuals who are unable to attend a seminar. The videotape is accompanied by written materials offices can keep for reference. 

For information on upcoming P.A.N.D.A. seminars, contact Julie Javett of the California Dental Assocation at (916) 443-3382.
[News bulletin from Delta Dental http://www.deltadentalca.org/news/panda.html]
